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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOUD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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CONTRAST, &c. 
(Concluded from p. 225.) ' 

Thus closes the Bible account, leaving the unjust and filthy to remain so still. And in perusing the ; 
foregoing, does not the conclusion urge itself upon us, that there is an irreconcileable difference be- 
tween the Bible and Universalism ? And if one proves true, must not the other necessarily be untrue ? i ae i 
The Bible promises salvation to them that believe ; but declares that he that believeth not shall be a 
damned. Universalism promises salvation to all men, without distinction of character. Christ said, rhs 
« Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth uF 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Before we believe Universalism, we must find a way for oe 4 
every one that saith, Lord, Lord, to enter into heaven, and Christ’s word to be true: for Christ said, a " 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” It is true, some general ex- bean st 
pressions are used in the Bible, from which endeavours have been made to prove Universalism ; but not * y 
one of them promises the redemption and salvation of all men, And Christ, who is now mediavor, can éxie! 
redeem from the curse of the law ; but he will give up the mediatorial kingdom, before he shall zssemble i it . 
ll nations at his judgment-seat. There will then be no mediator between an offended God, and offend- f 






7 


ing sinners. “ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” Heb. x. 31. And at the 
jedgment which will then take place, there will be some placed on the left hand, to whom Christ will say, 
“Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” This is the 
second death. And who can redeem from the second death ? Who can deliver from the wrath of the : 
Lamb ? Who can reverse the sentence of the final Judge? Or wrest the keys of hell and of death from : 
the hand of Christ ; and unlock and set the prisoners at liberty? It has been shown that the wicked, 
after judgment, will be cast into the lake of fire. But where is the information that they will come out? 
The words eternal and everlasting, are used to express the duration of punishment to the wicked. And 
in Rev. xiv. we are informed that those who worship the beast, shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone, in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb; and the smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up for ever andever. And if these words do not communicate the idea of endless du- 
ration, what evidence have we in the Bible, that the joys of the righteous in heaven will not close? and 
that God himself will not cease to exist? Indeed, if there were but one place of abode for the human 
family, inthe world to come, and all were equally kappy, can we believe a Being of infinite wisdom, and 
coodness, to give us the intelligence, would have told us of two places, in one of which the inhabitants 
have songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads, and in the other there is weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ? God is not man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: a 
Hath he said, and shall he not do it ? Or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? Numb. xxiii. 
19. Jesus saith, “Iam the way, and the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but sf) 
by me.” John xiv. 6. When Christ gives up the office of mediator, he will eease to be the way to the ina 
Father. And should it still be thought, that we have no words to express duration without end ; and te 
should the love of happiness turn the persuasion in favour of the annihilation of hell, and continuance of 

heaven, yet how ave the inhabitants of hell to arrive inheaven? Not through the blood of the Lamb: ; 
and hell cannot prepare for the holy service and joys of heaven; neither afford a righteousness which 7 
will give a title to it. 

Conclusion. From the foregoing treatise, we derive the following important conclusion, viz. That ‘ 
the persons who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, with the heart unto righteousness, and those only . ; 
have the promise of salvation, and have just ground to hope for heaven. And those who receive the truth : 
in the love of it, have an eternal reward ; while, if Universalism were true, the benefit of believing it 
would all be received in this life. 
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Finally. Those who believe that the consequences of our present belief will run to an endless length ’ 
w the world to come, have much to stimulate them to action, and may well be permitted to present their ' 
views and entreaties to others. Ve 





REMARKS. . 
“Thus closes the Bible account, leaving the un-| he declares that “ Universalism promises salvation 7 re. 
just and filthy to remain so still? says Mr. Kelsey. | to all men, without distinction of character.” Will Ci 
When did this account close? Ans. About 1800] Mr. K. pretend that he is “doing the will of the (* 
years ago. It was then, not thousands of years to| Father who is in heaven,” when he is falsely accu- g i? 
” ‘9 









come, that the declaration was made, “?T'is done!” | sing Universalists 2? The will of God is, that “ all 
The words, “ Behold, I come quickly,” do not con-| men shall be saved, and come unto the knowledge 
vey the idea of coming some thousands of years| of the truth.” Is Mr. K. doing this will ? 







hence! Christ came, as declared in Matt. xvi. 27,| Mr. K. condescendingly avows that “some gen- Ves ' 
28. The reader and Mr. K. can judge where the | eral expressions are used in the Bible, from which ’ i 

° . . . , ae 
“irreconcileable difficulty” is. Also, whose doc-| endeavours have been made to prove Universal- ve 






trine proves untrue. The reader will likewise decide | ism ;” and adds, “but not one of them promises 
how much Mr. K. is to be praised fer integritv, when | the redemption and salration of al? men” Reader, neh 
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you have the reverend Mr. Philander Keisey’s 


word for this! How much is it worth? But very 
little, we think, when put in competition with the 
following—Rom. v. 18. “ Therefore as by the of- 
fence of one, judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation: even so by the righteousness of one, 


the free gift came upon all men unto justification of 


life.” Chap. iit. 20—24,. “ Therefore hy the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But 
now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; even the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them that 
believe ; for there is no difference: for all have sin- 
ned and come short of the glory of God ; being jus- 
tified freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.” Will Mr. K. have the ef- 
frontery to deny this testimony ? Will he pretend 
that the word all in these passages means only a 
part? That those who are justified freely, are obli- 
ged to comply with conditions? Or will he deny 
that thase who are justified freely by God's grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ, are 
redeemed ? If he will do this, the celebrated Thomas 
Paine will not want an abettor of modern reason, 
(falsely so called,) and an assistant in discountenan- 
We know of no species of in- 
fidelity more destructive, than a pretended assent to 


cing the Scriptures, 


the truth of the Book, and an active and perseve- 
The 


voice of God is, “ Lhave” (in the past tense,) “ blot- 


ring endeavour to pervert and misconstrue it. 


ted out, as a thick cioud, thy twansgressions, and, as 
a cloud, thy sins: return unto me, for [have (in the 
past tense,) redeemed thee.” Isa. xliv. An apostle 
declares, “In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, (what is it? 
sins.” Eph. i. And that “ God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world (not Mr. K.’s part) unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
2Cor.v.19. Let Mr. K. deny these testimonies at 
his peril. 

Mr. Kelsey continues—* And Christ, who is now 
Mediator, can redeem from the curse of the law, but 
he will give up the Mediatorial Kingdom before he 
shall assemble all nations at his judygment-seat.” 
We have Mr. K.’s word for this!) We offer Mr. K. 
the columns of this Paper, and tell him, that he 
cannot produce so much as one sentence from the 
Scriptures to prove his declaration! If this rev- 
erend gentleman does not come forward and prove 
his unqualified assertions, it is due to him, and to 
the cause of truth, to say, that he dares not attempt 
it. That he is confounded. That he is convinced 
of the falsity of his statements, and the rottenness 0: 
his principles! Let a Universalist be thus publicly 
questioned in answer to declarations which he may 
make, and not reply, and the continent would ring 
with disapprobation from one end to the other. But 
our opponents in principle, basking in the rays of 
popular favour, will publish in their petty pamphlets, 
and proclaim from their puipits, in a manner they 
dare not do in the columns of an iinpartial public 


jownal, where they would be uecessitated to reply, 


Ans.) the forgiveness of 





ee 
and hazard their reputations which they have ay 
gain. 


ed by cunning and deception!!! Heaven be prai 


ed, the vail which clerical imposition bas dray 
over the heads of their abused supporters is fast fj] 


ing otf. These men who would ride upon the back 
of the community, and filch them of their mean; rt 
subsistence, on the plea of saving souls, (first [ih-). 
ling the character of God, by denying his ability * 
inclination to save them, without their assistance.) 
will, ere long, sink to their primitive nothingness 
when common sense, and the reason which God | — 
sanctioned and given as the choicest bequest of 
Heaven to smooth the path of human life, and lich 
mankind to certainty and rest, will rise, and shine, 
and triumph ! 

Mr. K. must bow to the testimony contained jn 
Rev. xiv. 6,7, which makes the preaching of the 
Gospel, and the judgment of God, simultaneous 
The judgment, therefore, is in this mode of being, 
Mr. K. has already learned our views of the «s, 
cond death.” The subject has been brought home 
to his “ own business Mr. K. wil} 


please to learn, and confess we hope, that the words 


and bosom.” 
eternal, and everlasting, are not used in the original 
Greek to express the duration of the punishment o{ 
the wicked. Consequently, Mr. K. is hard aground 
in his argument! The punishment of the age, and 
the punishinent which will endure without end, ar 
two things. Mr. K. can likewise learn, that his quo- 
tation fiom Rey. xiv. will not agree with the orizin- 
al. 
oi the beast, whom they worship, and who will not 
Now, 


Mr. K., these words do not communicate the idea of 


It is trom age to age, during the continuance 
continue longer than forty and two months. 
endless duration. The evidence we have in the 
Bible, that “the joys of the righteous in heaven 
will not close,” is the following—because they ar 
raised in the image of Christ, incorruptible and in- 
mortal! Therefore, nothing can corrupt them, and 
they cannot die. They will have a life which will 
be tndissoluble—that cannot be dissolved. This is 
the definition. If Mr. K. should question the truth 
of our assertion relative to the original, we promise 
to produce authority which shall silence him! Mr 
K. must Jearn that God has not told us of two places 
in another world posterior to the present, &c. This, 
Mr. K., as is usual with him, has taken for granted 

Mr. K. in the greatness of his own strength interre- 
gates, “ Should the love of happiness turn the persua 
sion in favour of the annihilation of hell, and continu 
ance of heaven; vet how are the inhabitants of hell to 
arrive in heaven ?” Reverse this proposition. Should 
a hatred of happiness, and a love of misery, turn the 
persuasion in favour of the continuance of hell, and 
the annihilation of heaven! Why, then, Sir, if your 
lovers of hell were courageously sincere in thei 
love, they would be agreeably situated!!! The pro- 
phet David once inhabited hell, (as we have imcon- 
trovertibly proved,) pray, Sir, how did he arrive in 
heaven? You, Sir, answer, “ Not through the blood 
of the Lamb!” Pray, Sir, how will you get along 
with this question of your own asking ? 

Mr. K.’s conclusion has a declaration which, ¥¢ 





think, he never intended to support or prove. If he 















could turn it adrift, and his trap could catch the 
densle and unwary, well. Must we believe Mr. K. 
when he says that believers only have the promise of 
salvation? Now we verily believe this. To have is 
to possess ; to enjoy. But Mr. K.’s view is, that there 
is no promise to any person of Adam’s race but be- 
lievers. Read this—Acts ii. 39. “ For the promise 
jsunto you, (no others?) and to your children, (are 
these all?) and toall that are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God shall call.” Mr. K. will recollect, 
« Many are called, but few are chosen.” Mr. K. is 
atraid that Universalists will deprive him of his eter- 
nal recard. What wonderful work has Mr. K. done, 
to demand so enormous a price for it? The salva- 
tion of God is not of works, lest anv man should 
boast! Mr. K. has much to stimulate him to action. 
He has noble pay, and we caution him, on the truth 
of his own system, not to lose it, by falsely accusing 
his neighbours! 
—<=p——- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

During a walk, observing some curiosities, the 
writer was lead to contemplate the wisdom, power, 
and goodness of his Maker. He beheld the vine 
twisting and curling in all the varieties of nature’s 
art, fondly embracing its species, blended in har- 
monious wreaths, and affection’s endearing atti- 
tudes. This was the design of nature and nature’s 
God. Here every thing is subservient to the wis- 
dom, power, and goodness of a beneficent Creator. 
From the majestie oak, which bids defiance to the 
wintry blast, to the tender plant which suecumbs to 
the zephyr of summer, the end and design of crea- 
tion is manifest, and no discordant opposition ap- 
pears to mar the image of universal love. How 
diferent, | thought, is animated creation! Is man, 
the reasonable creature, who boasts of his qualifica- 
tions, and proudly estimates his abused prerogative. 
Can man choose between good andevil? Then, 
why all the discord, and jarring, and feuds which 
distract the moral world? Is man less wise than 
the vine? If harmony be an essential property of 
goodness, I view more purity in the brilliancy and 
iniformity of the celestial heavens, than in the pre- 
tensions of wayward man. For “the heavens de- 

lare the glory of God, and the firmament sheweth 
his handy work.” 

The discord and contentions of men work to- 
vether for evil. Misery is the result. Let man work 
as God works. Let all his exertions have for their 
object, harmony and happiness. Embracing the 
good of all, the misery of none. Let him view na- 
ttre and imitate her harmony, and no longer stray 
in the perverse paths of his own inventions. Then 
strife would end. The gloom of uncertainty, with 
the thousand ills that man inflicts upon his brother 
man, would for ever cease. The Saviour’s golden 
rule, “do unto others as you would have them do 
unto yeu,” would square the conduct of all, and 
peace, with dewy pinions, bless with happiness and 
joy, where despair and weeping now tortures the 
hapless children of men. 
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learned through the revelation of his word and will 
I would confide in him as the best of Parents, and, 
in humble imitation of his Almighty Love, do good 
to all, and let my tender mercies be over all his 
works. The evidence of his love, manifested in an 
uninterrupted series of blessings, for thirty vears 
that I have lived, forbids a doubt for the future, and 
makes me rely. with unshaken confidence, upon 
HIM for eternity. WwW. S. Le 
—>—- 
A STRANGE BOOK. 
(Continued from page 239.) 

Now are we the sons of God; all, therefore, that 
immutable, omnipresent, omnicient and almighty 
love can devise, man is heir to, from the relation he 
stands in to the adorable God. 

The first use we can make of this subject is, that 
of thanksgiving and praise to the God of love. 

We ure so formed, and our passions so disposed, 
that it is impossible we can survey the beauties of 
scenery, or, a portrait finished by art, much less 
the charms of moral virtue, unmoved, where in- 
deed, we have no immediate interest; but in God 
centres, eternally, all our hope, and from him we 
derive all our good; him therefore, we can never 
contemplate, without the most fervid devotion, and 
filial gratitude. 

Secondly, we infer, this most soul-ravishing, and 
consolatory truth, that we were formed with a de- 
sign that interposing worlds, with all their power 
and malice, can never thwart; i.e. to be, through 
eternity, gainers by our being! This is as clear as 
that God does exist; for he is the author of us, and 
such being as we have; he must also make us with 
design, and that design must originate in uncon- 
taminated love, or be eternally unworthy of God. 
The eternal hell, then, is a mere chimera of the dis- 
ordered brain of a fanatic! Love, with us finites, 
can never invent, nor inflict tortures, when it can with 
equal ease, liberate and save; it is then the height 
of blasphemy against God and all fostering nature, 
thus to affirm of Jehovah. I know the advocates for 
this blasphemy, tell us that it is inflexible justice 
that damns the hopeless soul; that God once loved 
the wretch ; but ke outstood the day of grace—and 
that in the fearful moment, when the sentence is 
pronounced, the God of love is a lion—and to ren- 
dev eternal tortures more pungent, the Father of 
all mercy laughs at the calamity! This is a picture 
of mingled and cowardly insult, and unparalelled 
barbarity, that ifa devil did exist, with fourteen 
heads and twenty horns, insteed of seven and ten, 
and this charge was brought against him, he must 
feel itan unprovoked insult offered to his honour, 
justice, and humanity! Torture, with a merciless 
Indian is found, but mingled torture, and malicious 
insult, form no part of the Divine Character. 

I must examine this horrible objection in an ana- 
lytical manner. First. The objector says, “it ts 
justice,” (for he is evidently ashamed to say,) that 
mercy or love is concerned in the damnation of 
men. I ask—are not all the attributes of God, con- 
cerned in his every act? If they are, this clause of 





Viewing the goodness of God, in his works, and 


the objection, is both ill-founded and wicked: If 
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they are not, it lies with the objector to show us 
how he knows this, for know it he must most par- 
ticularly, as he has named the attribute, which offi- 
ciates at this dreadful scene; this, it is presumed 
will be too much for his mopesty! Again, do the 
perfections of God, ever operate, in any of his acts, 
so as to clash, or interfere with one another? Or, do 
the dormant perfections of his nature assent, or re- 
main passive, or neuter? These are questions which 
we have aright to expect an answer to, from so 
enlightened an objector! If Jehovah's attributes are 
ever in opposition to each other, is not the house 
divided? Again, if the dormant attributes, in any 
act of God, give mere consent, then they are equally 
concerned; and, if they remain totally passive, can 
the action be affirmed to be the action of God? 
But, upon reflection, I doubt not, but the objector 
can as easily prove, that the operation of one attri- 
bute in God, without the concurrence of the rest, is 
the absolute act of God, as he can prove three per- 
sons, to be one God, and one God to be three dis- 
tinct, separate, divisible, and yet indivisible rer- 
sons! 

Again—does not love, (in our text, 1 John iv. 8.) 
involve, and necessarily involve all the perfections 
of God? And if so, can Jove form the mind, and 
justice damn it; and yet the two attributes be in 
unison; are not the events infinitely dissociated 
in their nature? And can these events be for ever 
disunited in nature, and respect one subject alone, 
and be effected by one immutable God, whose pur- 
pose is but one; and if God’s attributes in the events 
are disunited, is not Jehovah at war with himself? 
The objector had better admit, that mercy, or love, 
is as deeply concerned in the damnation of man, as 
justice! T then ask—Is this the way in which love 
acts in men? If love is an emanation of God, and 
for ever disposes us to pity and help the sufferer in 
general, and the beloved object in particular; why 
should infinite love, instead of doing infinitely more, 
do, not only infinitely less, but the eternally reverse ? 
Does love, which is of God, move the fond parent 
to die for his son; and alinighty love, in the Father 
of men, excite insult mingled with never-ending 
damnation? Would a Turk, were it possible, pluck 
his enemy out of eternal burnings, and Omnipo- 
tence laugh the sufferer, and the sufferer his own 
son, toscorn? Secondly, the objection says—* God 
once loved the wretch!” How is this?) Can anim- 
mutable being once love, and ever cease to love ? 
And would not this mutability in God, destroy, not 
only the confidence of Gabriel in him, but destroy 
also his being as Gol? Why will men black the 
spotless character of God, to support their monkis! 
notion of a future hell? “ He out stood the day of 
grace,and God is become a lion!” O, horrible !— 
If there is any change in God, he ceases to be; if 
none, then love can never damn the man. But ir 
may be urged, that the damned, while enjoying this 
day of grace, did not improve it. I ask, did God 
know this same man would not improve his day of 
grace ; or, did he know nothing about it? If he 
knew the poor soul would not improve, was it not 
cruelty for which language hath never found a name, 





——— 
to impose existence upon him without bis Choice - 


and if God did not know how he would conduct 
could he be God? Again—It undoubtedly 25 the 
will of God he should improve, and be eternajjy 
happy, or it was not; or Jehovah had no will, or (jo. 
sive about the matter. If it was God’s will he should 
improve, and be saved, what power can hindex the 
event? If it was not God’s will, the man is no more 
to blame for damnation than for being; the even; 
was necessary, and if so, no sin can be attached to 
the subject: If God had no will about the affair, js 
It not monstrous wanton cruelty to punish a crea- 
ture with never-ending ruin, for a mere indifferens 
behaviour, about which God never concerned hin. 
self? To close: the damnation of those who are 
doomed to hell in a future state, was fixed in the 
scheme of God from all eternity, and of consequence, 
his immutable choice, or he must be disappointed ; 
or at best, cannot, or will not prevent it. If the 
above fates of men were intended, they are damped 
with the innocence of angels, and hell has lost jr. 
horrors ; or, if God be disappointed—he chooses to 
be so, and then he cannot be disappointed—or, jf 
he either cannot, or will not prevent it, he is not 
God. (End of the First Discourse.) 
(To be continued.) 
—< j>— 

Extract from Sir George Savile's Speech on a peti 

tion for relief in the matter of subscription, 1772. 

“ Some gentlemen seem to apprehend that we are 
to make the doors of the church as nanow, and to 
exclude as many as possible. I think we should 
make them as wide as we can, and take in as many 
as possible. Others are apprehensive that, in case 
the Scriptures are substituted in room of the Ari- 
cles, it will be the means of admitting into the 
church a great number of sectaries. Sectaries! Sir, 
had it not been for sectaries, this cause had been 
tried at Rome. Thank God it is tried here. 

“Some gentlemen fear that, if we lay aside the 
Articles, and place the Scriptures in their stead, by 
throwing down all distinctions, we shall admit Pa- 
pists, and together with them, their religion, too. 
But they forget that Papists are excluded by the oath 
of supremacy, and by the declaration against tran- 
substantiation, against the invocation of the Virgin 
Mary, and other saints, and against the sacrifice of 
the Mass: And if any other test be needful, let 
them be made to acknowledge liberty of conscience, 
and the right ef private judgment; let them abjure 
persecution—that were a truly Protestant test. But 
can any one seriously think, that encouraging free 
inquiry and the study of the Scriptures will issue 
in the Romish religion? When I see a rivulet flow 
to the top ofa high rock, and requiring a strong 
engine to force it back again, then shall I think that 
freedom of inquiry will be prejudicial to truth—thea 
shall I think that liberty of judgment will be preju- 
dicial to the Protestant religion—then shall I think 
that adhering to the Scriptures only will lead to 
Rome. 

“Some gentlemen talk of raising barriers about 
the church of God, and protecting his honour. Laa- 
guage that is astonishing, that is shocking, that 
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Jmoet approaches to blasphemy. What! man—a 
yoor, Vile, contemptible reptile, talk of raising bar- 
riers about the church of God? He might as well 
talk of protecting Omuipotence, and raising bar- 
riers about his throne. Barriers about the church 
of God, sir? About that church, which, if there be 
any veracity in Seripture, shall continue for ever, 
and against which the gates of hell shall not prevail 
il may be allowed on so serious an occasion to re- 
collect a fable, it puts me in mind of one which I 
have met with, of a stately, magnificent, impregna- 
ble castle, built on a rock, the basis of which was 
the centre of the earth, the top of it pierced the 

Jouds, the thickness of the walls could pot be mea- 
swed by cubits. At the bottom of it a few moles 
were one day very busy in raising up a little quan- 
tity of earth, which, when some mice saw—what are 
you doing, said they, to disturb the tranquility ot 
the lord of this castle? We are not disturbing his 
wranquility, replied the moles; all blind as you are, 
you may see that we are only throwing up a ram- 
part to protect his castle. 

“The Church ef God, Sir, can protect itself. 
Truth needs not to be afraid of not obtaining a vic- 
wry on a fair trial. The Jovers of truth will love all 
sucere inquirers after it, though they may differ 
fiom them in various religious sentiments. For it 
is to impartial and free inquiry only that error 
owes its ruin, and trvth its success. Those who 
ae penetrated with the benevolent spirit of the gos- 
pel, will not condemn as heretics, will not reject as 
mworthy of their affection, any who believe the 
Christian religion, who search and endeavour to 
understand the Scriptures, though they may be 
mable to comply with creeds and articles. 

“Some gentlemen suppose that the Scriptures 
we not plain enough to be arule and centre of 
mion to the church. They must have articles and 

reeds to supply the defects. But if the things 
which are necessary to salvation are not plainly 
revealed, there is no way of salvation revealed to 
the bulk of mankind at all. Whatever is obscurely 
revealed will be always obscure, notwithstanding 

ur decisions. It can never be authoratively deter- 
ained by men. The only authority which can ex- 
plain it, and make the explanation a test of faith, is 
the authority of God. As to what he has plainly 
revealed, it needs no articles to ascertain its mean- 
ing. We should not then adopt views and measures 
which are contracted narrow. We should not set 
bars in the way of those who are willing to enter 
and labour in the church of God. When the dis- 
ciples came to Christ and complained that there 
were some who cast out devils in his name, and 
said, we forbade them, because they followed not 
with us—What did our Saviour do? Did he send 
them tests and articles to be subscribed? Did he 
ask them whether they believed this, or that, or the 
other doctrine? Whether they were Athanasians 
or Arians, or Arminians? No. He delivered that 
comprehensive maxim—He that is not against me 
for me. Go ye and say likewise.” 

Christian Register. 





From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
“MISSIONARY ZEAL IN THE POOR.” 
A clergyman in the Evangelical Guardian and 

Review, 1st Vol. No. 10, p. 479, says, “ My monthly 
missionary meeting is indeed delightful. One of 


the POOREST WOMEN in the parish was heard to 
say, that she would give her penny a week if she 
took it from her food! And she has literally been as 
good as her word; for though tea was her only beve- 
rage and often her only meal, she has for some 
months deprived herself of sugar, in order to contri 


bute her penny, which she does with great regular- 
ity every week: But not content with this, as she 
obtains a livelihood by going about with a basket 
which contains needles, cotton, &c. she begged of 
me to write a few lines to authorize her to receive 
any mite which she could collect in her daily pe- 
rambulations from house to house, that she might 
have a chance of getting a penny, even where she 
could not sell her needles. By this means she gene- 
rally brings in about three shillings a month in ad- 
dition to her own four-pence! Such an instance 
shames me.” &e. 

This shameless priest would be a disgrace to Ma 
hometanism! “Such an instance shames me,” he 
says; it “shames me” that there are such viLLAINs 
in America!! It is mild language compared with 
the act, to call a man a villain who will impose on 
the poor and ignorant as this clergyman has done. 

«pj 

“ Donations from the A. B.C. F. M. Huntington 
Ct. Thomas Smith, saved by abstaining from the 
use of sugar, $12 50.” Missionary Herald. 

Admitting that Mr. Smith paid twelve and a half 
cents a pound for sugar, before he became a fanatie, 
he must have consumed 100/hs. in a year! Verily, 
he must have been as fond of sugar as a rackoon! 

Ib. 
—<— 
DEDICATION. 

On Wednesday, 20th instant, the Universalist 
Chapel, lately erected in this town, was dedicated 
to the worship of Almighty God. The services were 
introduced by the reading of select portions of 
Scripture, by Mr. Ballou, 2d. of Roxbury; after 
which Mr. Carrique, of Hartford, Con. addressed 
the Throne of Grace, in an appropriate and fervent 
prayer. Mr. Ballou, of Boston, followed in an inge- 
nious and pertinent discourse, from Gen. xxviii. 17. 
“ How dreadful is this place! this is none other but 
the House of God—and this is the gate of Heaven.” 
Mr. Whittemore, of Cambridgeport, Mass. offereal 
the concluding prayer, and the befediction was pro- 
nounced by Mr. Ballou. 

Several highly appropriate Hymns were inter- 
spersed during the service, which were performed 
in a masterly style by the Choir and accompanying 
instrumental performers. The audience was nume- 
rous to excess, the whole body of the house being 
most exclusively filled with ladies. Many of the 
respectable clergy of the town, and several from 
«road attended on the occasion. 

We could not but admire the beauty, neatness, 
and convenience of qhe edifice. The proportions, 
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both internal and external, are fine, and the whole 
effect agreeable and imposing. The interior arrange- 
ment differs from that of the other structures for 
public worship in this town, in having the pulpit on 
the side of the principal entrance, and a gradual 
rise thence to the opposite extremity. The choir 
also, is situated immediately behind the pulpit at a 
small elevation, so that the whole of the officiating 
part of the congregation is placed together. Much 
praise is certainly due to those liberal and public 


spirited individuals, through whose instrumentality 
mainly, this noble and ornamental edifice has been 
reared, and we cordially hope, that their munificent 
exertions will be rewarded in the way which we are 
persuaded will be to them the most desirable, name- 
ly, the advancement and promotion of the public 
(Providence) R. I. American. 
i 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
FALLACIOUS REASONING. 

The following extracts of fallacious reasoning 
are from a sermon delivered in Weymouth, Decem- 
ber 18, 1808, by the Rev. Jacos Norton, from 
1 Tim. ii. 2—4. “ Who will have all men to be 
saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

The object of the sermon is to induce the belief 
that this text is not in favour of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation, as will appear from the following 
quotation : “ I proceed to observe, that it cannot in- 
tend determination in God, if by ‘all men,’ he 
meant the whole of the human race. This is evi- 
dent, from the consideration that all men, in this 
unlimited sense, have not ‘come to the knowledge 
of the truth.’ ” 

If we were to hear some ignorant person, who 
never had the advantages of a common school edu- 
cation, and who had never travelled beyond the 
limits of the parish in which he was born, reason in 
this way, we should certainly be surprised at his 
stupidity ; and if nature had not been severely un- 
kind, in withholding from her child a competent 
share of common sense, it would be very easy to 
convince him of the fallacy of his reasoning, by ask- 
ing him if his father could not will, even to a deter- 
mination, that he should bring home all his sheep, 
at evening, and secure them in the fold, before he 
had actually done it. But what shall we think of a 
scholar, whose acquaintance with logic is sufficient 
to give him clear sight through many complicated 
questions, who reasons in this way? Is it necessary 
to suggest to this reverend gentleman, that his be- 
lief, that all the finally impenitent will be for ever 
punished pursuant to a determination of the Divine 
Being, is refuted by his own reasoning? Surely he 
does not suppose that all the non-elect were in hell 
from all eternity ? Nor does he pretend to believe 
that all the elect were from all eternity in a state 
ef immortal holiness and felicity, though he believes 
that God, from all eternity, determined that they 
should finally be brought to such a state, through a 
Redeemer. Now what is the reason that learned 
clergymen reason in such a way? Do they really 
believe that people are so entirely destitute of com- 
mon sense, as to believe that the Divine Being can- 


morals. 





———=_—_:>= 
net will or determine any event before it ties 
place ? 

Although I use this pointed language, I do it for 
no other purpose than to awaken attention to the 
subject; | would not insinuate that the clergy use 
such arguments with a design to deceive people ™ 
their damage ; the fraud may be intended as a pious 
one, 

This method of reasoning respecting the wil! of 
God that all men should be saved and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth, T believe is generally 
adopted by the clergy who adhere to Mr. Norton’: 
creed ; for it 1s but a few days since I saw a Jette; 
written by a clergyman not far from this City, Which 
contained the same arguments, and almost ip ty 
same words. 

In the sermon from which we here extract, we 
find this sort of reasoning repeated in the following 
words: “ It is evident that will, in the passage of 
the text, cannot mean determination from this cir- 
cumstance, that the world, in general, “lieth jp 
Christian reader, what is the amoun 
It is this; God cannot deter. 


wickedness.” 
of this reasoning ? 
mine to bring a wicked man to repentance, and tp 
a saving knowledge of the truth, because this may 
lieth in wickedness ? We will ask Mr. Norton 
whether those of his church in Weymouth, who be 
believes are real Christians, were not once unbe- 
lievers, and whether, at that time, they did not “tie 
in wickedness 7?” But will he contend that God did 
not determine to bring them to the knowledge oj 
the truth before they were brought to the knowledge 
of it ? ‘ 
Here follows another specimen of clerical reason- 
ing, and it is nearly equal to the one just noted: 
“ But has God determined that all men, without ex- 
ception, or even that the greater part of them should 
come to the knowledge of the truth, how shall we 
account for the overflowings of ungodliness in the 
world 7” Let us lock at this reasoning. What 
does it amount to? It amounts to this; If a man 
be ungodly, it proves that God does not determue 
to bring him to the knowledge of the truth ; and, a 
far the greater part of mankind are ungodly, itis ev- 
ident that God never determined that the greatest 
part of mankind should ever come to the knowledge 
of the truth, and be saved. Of course, God deter- 
mined that the greatest part of mankind should 
never be saved nor come unto the knowledge of the 
truth. But, after all, does not Mr. Norton and all 
the clergy of his creed believe that some of the wn- 
godly are embraced in God’s gracious determine- 
tion to save ? Do they not believe the following 
scriptures ? Rom. iv. 4, 5. “ Now to him that work- 
eth is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on bun 
that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted tor 
righteousness.” Chap. v. 6. “ For when we were 
without strength, in due time Christ died for the un- 
godly.” According to these scriptures, Christ died 
for the ungodly, and God justifies the ungodly; 
but, according to Mr. Norton’s reasoning, God never 
determined to save the ungodly, who lie in wicked- 
ness! Who tren, I would ask, does God determine 
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w save? Christ said he came not to call the right- 
eous, but sinners to repentance. 

Acain our preacher says; “ That the word will, 
in the text, does not intend determination with re- 
«eet to the salvation of all men, indiscriminately, 
ne lent from this consideration, that God wills, or 
jetermines that all men, indiscriminately, shall Not 
be saved ; but that some of them shall be the sub- 
ects of his wrath.” And in order to support this 
statement, Mr. Norton quotes the following passage 
from St. Paul: “ What if God willing to show his 
wrath, and to make his power known, endured with 
much long-suffering the vessels of wrath fitted to 
destruction.” Here the preacher plainly asserts, 
that God has determined that all men, indiscrimi- 
nately, shall not be saved! Observe this, Christian 
reader, and then ask the question, if that God, who 
has determined that the greatest part of mankind 
shall not be saved, is honest when he pretends to 
ster his favour to all? Ask again, Is it possible 
that Mr. Norton should not see the direct contra- 
diction of his own statements? He says, in page 4, 
“And that it (will) is really expressive of benevo- 
lence in God is admitted; for determination, in 
(od, that men should be saved, or his commanding 
them to be saved, must originate in the benevolence 
of his nature.” Did hypocrisy ever equal this? 
Here God is represented as benevolently command- 
ing all those to be saved whom he has determined 
shall not be saved! The wisdom that is from above 
is “without partiality and without hypocrisy.” But 
what has the passage, which Mr. Norton quoted to 
prove his assertion above noticed, to do with it? Is 
itnot evident that a person may be a vessel of wrath 
fura season, and afterwards become a vessel of 
mercy? See Eph. ii. 1,2, 3,4, 5 “ And you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to 
the course of this world, according to the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in 
the children of disobedience ; among whom also 
weall had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 
and of the mind ; and were by nature the children 
ot wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in 
merey, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
tven when we were dead in sin, hath he quickened 
us together with Christ.” 

Much of the rest of this sermon is as destitute of 
sound reason or Scripture authority, as those passa- 
fes are, which we have noticed. 

—~—>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

When I read of the inhuman treatment which the 
Jews inflicted on our Saviour and his disciples, I 
cannot help exclaiming to myself, Blind and super- 
stitious persecutors; who nailed your Saviour to 
the cross, and likewise persecuted his immediate 
disciples, who, like their divine Master, preached 
the Gospel, which was “ Good tidings of great joy 
Which shall be to aux Peorie.” The same spirit 
Prevails now, as in former times. Calvinism, whose 
founder was not less guilty of innocent blood than 
the inhuman Jews, seems to be the prevailing (self 





styled orthodox) doctrme in New-England, and 
other states. As far as I have been acquaimted, I 
am presumptuous enough to say, it is the most ab- 
surd and inconsistent doctrine that was ever formed 
by man. I have heard many of them say, that the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation was first preached 
by the devil, and that preachers of it ought to be 
banished from human society. Suppose the civil 
power was in the hands of such individuals, how 
many crimes which would blacken the character of 
the devil, (the adversary of God and man ;) would 
There would be, 
in my Opinion, just as many more than there is at 


be heard of in one short year ? 


the present, as the power would be greater than it 
really is. 

We have an account (which is unquestionably 
true,) of a law in New-England, which either ban- 
ished or put to death, all Quakers, and supposed 
witches ; and undoubtedly, if they could have found 
a Universalist, he would have suffered, if possible, 
a more cruel death than Michael Servetus suffered, 
in consequence of what John Calvin was pleased te 
style herfsy. Thank God, the world is now more 
enlightened, and we have laws which forbid all 
such hellish outrages. ‘Two verses of poetry, which 
give a very plain illustration of the doctrine of Cal- 
vinisim, | shall quote from page 140, Vol. L. of the 
Gospel Herald. 

“ Reader, there is only truth and error! 
at their origin.— 


Look 


“ Reason to man by God was given, 
That man might learn the way to heaven. 
Hell made an effort—hence the schism, 
Self-contradicting Calvinism !!! 

“ Reason from heaven is light Divine, 
Illuming our benighted mind ; 
But Calvinism from hell was sent, 
Our purse and heads to circumvent !” 


Calvinism is now fast sinking to the place from 
whence it came. But we can see here and there one, 
who has by old age, or some other fatal cause, fell 
into such a decrepit state that he can only “ grin 
horribly” as the Universalist passes by, and mutter 
to himself, We once had it in our power to stop 
your progress, and fasten you to the stake! But 
now—Alas !— 

As Calvinism is on the fall, may it never arise ; 
but may truth shine in its blackened horizon, like 
the sun at noon-day. May the time soon arrive, 
when error shall be banished from the human fami- 
ly, and praises from every tongue echo through the 
unbounded regions of space now unknown to man. 
“ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 
me bless his holy name.” AGUR. 

Norwalk, (Con.) Dec. 3, 1822. 

—~>—— 
REMARKS 

ON HEBREWS X. 51. BY REQUEST OF S. P. 
“Itisa fearful thing te fall into the hands of the 

living God.” 

Our correspondent remarked, that this passage 
was produced as testimony to prove the falsehood 
of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. The ob- 
jector should remember, the passage does not say jr 
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is endless misery in a future hell, to fall into the 

hands of the living God. 

the living God, and falling into hell, are two things. 

What then does the apostle mean? We have a 

question to ask, What did David mean, when he 

spoke as follows? 2Sam. xxiv. 14. “ And David 
said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall into 
the hand of the Lord; for his mercies are great ; 
and let me not fall into the hand of man.” Did not 
David fall into the hands of God? David regarded 
it asa fearful thing. Will our opponents contend 
that David was made endlessly miserable, when he 
fell into the hand of God? If not, the controversy 
is atan end! 
i — 
REMARKS 

ON HEBREWS X. 26-27, BY REQUEST OF D. R. 

* For of we sin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more 
sacrifice for sin, but a certain fearful looking for 
of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries.” 

It is necessary to inform the reader, if his mind 
is darkened by prejudice and blinded by an errone- 
ous education, that not one word is said in this pas- 
sage about an endless, or any hell, or any suffering 
for sin in a future world; neither is any thing said 
to authorize even a supposition that sin will not be 
forgiven by God. This passage is the last that 
should be brought forward to disprove the doctrine 
of the salvation of all men. We have a question to 


ask—Suppose we sin wilfully before we receive the 


knowledge of the truth, what sacrifice then remains 
for sins? Ans. The sacrifice or offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once. For by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. Now, it 
is evident, that the wilful sin spoken of cannot be 
committed until we arrive at the truth. And it is 
those who arrive at the knowledge of the truth, and 
are sanctified thereby, and perfected, who believe 
the offering of Christ to be sufficient, who do not 
sin. What is the sin spoken of ? Ans. Counting the 
blood (or Spirit) of the covenant wherewith he was 
sanctified, an unholy thing, and treading under foot 
the Son of God! 

Paul declares at the commencement of the chap- 
ter, that the law (the shadow, Christ the substance) 
“can never make the comers thereunto perfect. 
For then (if the law could have done this,) would 
they not have ceased to be offered; because that the 
worshippers once purged should have had no more 
conscience of sin.” That is, they would have offered 
no more sacrifices. The grand truth is, “God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.” Consequent- 
ly, there required no saerifice to propitiate God. 
Those who arrive at the knowledge, and afterward 
sin wilfully, by rejecting it, necessarily must find 
another remedy for sin, than God manifested in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, and not 
tinding another sacrifice, and rejecting the truth, 
they look for judgment and fiery indignation which 
shall devour the adversaries. 

If any person should dissent from our views, or 


Falling ito the hands of 





find objections which they may suppose We have 
not answered, we shall be glad to hear from them, 
—=>—— 
DAMNATION, 


To preach long, loud, and damnation, is the way 
to be cried up: we love a man that damns us, apa 
we run after him again to save us. If a man has a 
sore leg, and he should go to an honest chirurgeon, 
and he should only bid him keep it warm, and an yy 
with such an oil, an oil well known, that would 
effect the cure ; haply, he would not much rezard 
him, because he knew the medicine beforehand an 
ordinary medicine: but if he should go to a sy. 
geon that should tell him, “ Your leg will cangren 
within three days, and it must be cut off, and yoy 
will die, unless you do something that I could tell 
you of What listening there would be to this 
man! “QO, for the Lord’s sake, tell me what thi. 
is; I will give you any content for your pains," 
Written two hundred years ago by Selden. 

Baltimore Patriot 
— 
A BROAD HINT! 

Our brother editor of the “ Cincinnati Remew 
brancer,” has not said a word about our queries te. 
lative to the “doctrine of an unpardonable sin,” 
which, some time since, occupied the columns of bis 
Paper. If he will publish our queries, we promise 
to publish twice the quantity from his Paper, of the 
strongest arguments he can raise against our faith, 
This is “ fair play.” Therefore, do not forget us. 

—-. 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment of 
Gospel Trut/f,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, (3 
Chrystie-street, on Monday Evening next, at six o’cloch 
Subject for Discussion, Mark xvi. 15, 16. 

—>— 

> The Editor of this Paper is requested to give notier, 
that he contemplates being in Morristown on Sunday, De 
22d inst. The hours for meeting will be three o'clock in th 
afternoon, and at early candle-light. In the evening thr 
subject will be the “ Rich Man and Lazarus,” (Luke xvi) 

———- 


DIED, 

In Stratford, on the 13th inst. Mr. Samuel Patterson, 
the 80th year of Ins age. He lived and died in the full be- 
lief of Universal Salvation. After being questioned on this 
subject, his only answer was, he could see no cause for r- 
traction. His last words and advice to his children were, 
that they should take the Bible for their guide, and put ne 
confidence in man 
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